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·  Come out of the lecture hall and face the circular railing. Go to your right around the 
railing and out through the short corridor (toward the elevators). 

·  Before you get to the elevators, go right, then right again up the stairs. 

·  Turn right at the top of the stairs, then take another right to go up the big curving 
staircase.  

·  At the top of the stairs, turn left into the big foyer. Cross the foyer to either of the 
cases against the far wall between the windows. 
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·  Turn right out of the gallery. Don’t take the stairs going down, but turn left and then 
right and face the circular railing.  

·  Go around the railing halfway and out the short corridor on the opposite side (toward 
the elevators). 

·  Before you get to the elevators, go right, then right again up the stairs. 

·  Turn right at the top of the stairs, then take another right to go up the big curving 
staircase.  

·  At the top of the stairs, turn left into the big foyer. Cross the foyer to either of the 
cases against the far wall between the windows. 
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·  Exit the gallery the way you came in. Go a few more paces and then turn right to go 
up the curving stairs. (Listen as you climb the stairs. Can you hear the fountain?) 

·  At the top of the stairs, turn left into the big foyer. Cross the foyer to either of the 
cases against the far wall between the windows. 

      This program was made possible by a grant from The Smithsonian Women’s Committee. 
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·  What does this object look like to you? (It’s a door from a 
house or a shrine [a religious place]).  

·  What is it made of? (Carved wood and iron.) 

·  What do you think of the size of this door? How does it 
compare to your front door at home? (Seems small.) 
Why isn’t it bigger? (In Burkina Faso, where this door 
was made, homes are often small. They don’t need to be 
big because the weather is so good, most of life takes 
place outdoors.) 

·  What do you think of the size of the lock? How does it 
compare to other locks you have seen? (Bigger.) Do you 
think the people in this house felt protected? What 
makes this door look strong?    
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·  This is a big pot! It was used to store beer.  

·  Can you tell what the pot is made from? 
(Pottery.) What is pottery? (Clay that is baked at 
a very high temperature until it becomes hard 
and usually waterproof.)  

·  What things around your house are made of 
pottery? (Plates, china dishes, bricks, flowerpots, 
etc.) What do you keep drinks in at your house? 
(Plastic bottles, juice boxes, etc.) What are those 
things made of? 

·  Look closely at the decoration. Can you find the 
frogs? (They go all around in a band under the 
rim.) Frogs were a good thing to put on a food or 
beer pot because they stood for abundance—
having plenty to go around! 

·  How else did the maker of this pot try to make it beautiful, interesting, or fun?  

·  Is this art? 


