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Discovery African Art!

Come out of the lecture hall and face the circular railing. Go to your left around the
railing and out through the short corridor.

Turn left. You will see a case on the wall displaying a large sculpted door. Turn right
(away from the staircase).

Go straight for a few feet. The Workshop Gallery will open up on your left.

Stop by the case on the left containing three objects.

Family is important everywhere! All around the worl d, people have special
objects that tell stories about families and family members.

Look at the carved doll (at the right rear of the case).

What is the doll doing? (Sitting down on a stool.) What
is the doll wearing? (Glass bead necklaces, earrings,
etc.)

In Africa, playing with dolls has a serious purpose. Little
girls and even teenagers take care of the dolls to learn
how to be good mothers. In some places, women might
carry the dolls with them to help them have strong,
healthy babies.

What are some American dolls you can think of? How
do kids play with them? What do American kids learn
from their dolls?

This doll hides a surprise. Look behind it. What do you
see? (Another, smaller figure.) What story do you think
these dolls tell?
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Look at the next object in the same case.

This vessel tells the story of a certain farmer.
The decorations are symbols standing for things
that were important in his life.

What are some of the objects and animals you
can see on this piece? (Snake, frog, watch,
ladder, game board, ax.) What do you think each
one tells us about the farmer?

Turn around and look at the case with the Twin Figu  res.

The Yoruba people of Nigeria have a lot
of twins. Twins are considered to be
special people with special powers.
Special figures like these are sometimes
made to represent some of the twins in a
family, and the mother might care for the
figures almost as if they are living people.

These three figures represent three
children from two sets of twins born to
one family. Do they look like twins to

you? Why?

The twins are carved from wood. What are they decorated with? (Beadwork.) This
beadwork took a lot of time and care—one thing that shows how special twins were
thought to be.

What is perched on the shoulder of each twin? (A bird.) Why do you think this might
be?

This family had two sets of twins. How many children is that altogether. Why do you
think only three are shown here? Make up a story about the twins and the birds!



