
������ �
����

��������	�
���
���

���  

���������
�

·  Come out of the lecture hall and face the circular railing. Go to your right  around the railing 
and out through the short corridor. Before reaching the elevators, go left,  then left  again up 
the stairs. 

·  At the top of the stairs, go left  a few steps and enter the large, blue-carpeted space.  

·  Enter the orange area to the left.  Just inside,  to your left, you will see a niche with this 
carved Mask.  
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Patterns aren’t just for decoration ! They’re 
often like secret codes that hold messages for 
those who understand them.  
 
·  Let’s look at this mask from Nigeria. What 

patterns  do you see here? (What repeats?) 
 
·  What do you notice about the top and sides  

of the mask? (“Rays” projecting outward.) 
For the Yoruba peoples, rays coming out of 
the head stand for the life  force  that all 
living things share. 

 
·  Here, the rays also look like women’s 

decorative hair combs . So this mask may  
also honor the spirit of a Yoruba woman.  

 
·  This mask was worn in a Yoruba family to 

honor the ruler and family members at 
funerals. It had an important ceremonial 
function. How did the artist make this mask 
look strong and important?  (Rays are large 
and burst out of the mask. The features of the 
face are strong and simplified.)  

 

Mask, Yoruba peoples, Opin area, Nigeria 

      This program was made possible by a grant from The Smithsonian Women’s Committee. 



���������
 ��

Head toward the far back corner of the gallery, where you will see a large, colorful carved 
figure.   
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All over the world, artists use patterns of shapes and colors to make objects more 
beautiful, interesting and important . Patterns keep your eyes busy! They make you want to 
look. So, let’s look at this carved and painted figure from Nigeria.   
 
The carving comes from a magnificent palace 
courtyard . It was part of a tall post that helped hold up 
the roof of a veranda  (a kind of open porch) around the 
courtyard.    
 
·  What patterns  do you see here? (What repeats?) 
 
·  How many kinds  of patterns can you see? (Parallel 

lines, zigzags, etc.) 
 
·  These are visual patterns.  Turn them into sound 

patterns!  How would you clap his beard? His 
shirt? His hat? 

 
·  Something that holds up a roof needs to be strong! 

How did the artist make this figure look strong? 
(Colors; bold facial features; posture.) How did he  
make the figure interesting? (Lots of patterns!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Veranda Post 
Yoruba peoples, Ekiti region, Nigeria 


